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Abstract 

 

Engineering and manufacturing programs may need to be cost effective to survive, but cutting 

costs at the expense of the quality of programs does not seem to be an acceptable solution. 

Using bench top metal lathes in manufacturing technology educational settings may provide a 

more cost effective alternative to industrial lathes without impacting the quality of programs. 

The use of bench top equipment seems to be a viable option that is accepted by industry, 

faculty, and students alike, and one that will still allow programs to provide hands-on 

experience with machine tools that many in industry feel are important for students to know.   
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